
Turning a Wooden Tulip   
By Bob Goulding 

Start with a block of wood  1 ½”x1 ½’ x4” 

Be sure that it is square in cross 

SecBon and that the ends are square 

to the sides. 

 

  Draw a line around the block 2 ½” 
from 

the end.  That is where the boGom of the tulip will be.  

Draw a center line, lengthwise on each of the sides. 

 

Draw curved lines from 
the  about 1” from an 
end on 2 sides. 

                                      

 Using a jig saw or band saw with a narrow blade, cut along 
the curved lines. 



 NoBce that the petals  are open on some and closed on 
others of the tulips.  You can make yours either way. 

                                                 

  

Draw the desired shape of your tulip on all 4 sides of the 
block.  Make a heavy black line so you can see in as it 
spins. 

  

Mount the block directly between the jaws of your chuck.  SeGhe 
tool rest parallel to the block and rotate it to check it’s alignment. 

        With a gouge, shape the outside of 
the tulip down to within about ½” of the line.  Be sure there are no flat spots leP.  Sand it 
smooth.     

 Insert a drill chuck into the tailstock and, using a 7/8” Forestner bit, drill a hole 2” deep 
into the tulip.  Then drill a small hole for the stem of your flower, about 2 ½” deep.  I 



recommend using the branch of a bush, about 5/16” thick for 
your stem. 

Using a sharp gouge, begin to thin the petals 
down to about 1/8”.  Work down about ½” at a 
Bme so your wood is supported, as you go deeper.   

 

This is what it will look like when the inside is finished shaping.  Roll some sandpaper into a tube 
to sand the inside of the spinning tulip.  Carefully sand the edges of the petals. 

 

Now finish turning the boGom of the outside, down 
to about 3/8”.  Sand smooth. 

 

  Using a cutoff tool, part off the finished  
tulip while catching it with your leP hand.  

Sand the boGom smooth.   

Apply the finish of your choice.  It can be painted, 
stained or given a clear coaBng. 



The inside of your tulip will need a pisBl and 6 stamen.       

 

I suggest turning a disc 7/8” in diameter  
to fit inside.  The pisBl and stamen can 
be made of toothpics, pine needles, or 
what ever you have. 

         Cut some leaves out of veneer wood with 
sharp scissors.     Put them into a pan and pour very hot water over them.  Let them soak for 
about 5 minutes. 

              Roll them up, Bghtly at the 
boGom and Be them with string, rubber bands or twist Bes. Let them dry overnight.                                                                     



              
              
         Glue them all together and   
 your tulip will be complete!                                                                                                                                                                                                      


